


ly transformed from easy pleasure to fino – and with a lot of brio.He
is now Bandido’s best friend, and although not quite what we were
looking for him to be, he has certainly touched our hearts and will
remain as a member of our family.

In September of 2004, we acquired a horse farm in Williston,
Marion County, Fla. The farm has five barns and three houses on
approximately 80 acres of land. We bought this property as an
investment, and for our love of horses, with the intention of leasing
the farm to a breeder of horses. Luckily for us, our broker was able
to locate a Paso Fino farm that was eager to rent and relocate to the
Ocala area. They moved in shortly thereafter with 100 of their very
fine Paso Fino horses. Managers and trainers, Tim Sipple and his
wife Katja, ran the farm and employed other trainers and help to
maintain the facility.

In December last year, we were asked if we would be interested in
purchasing several of their horses and take over management of the
entire farm. Our tenant proposed to keep 60 horses and continue to
lease stalls and pastures from us.As it turned out, we ended up buy-
ing 28 horses! Tim carefully selected the horses he felt matched our
plans, the deal was finalized and Seminole Wind Farms was born.
Tim is now our full time trainer and Katja manages our farm.

In our short time of operation, Tim and Katja have taught us so
much about the Paso Fino breed.Without a doubt, this stems from

their sheer love of horses and their dedication to the breed.We have
come to understand that our Bandido is truly a Pleasure gelding.
Quite honestly, and in spite of our curious interest in this breed, my
wife Yvonne and I didn’t know Fino from Performance until we met
Tim and Katja.

We now have horses in competition and thoroughly enjoy
attending shows, especially watching a horse we own win a top
ribbon. Tim and Katja recently returned from June’s Piedmont
Classic with an armload of ribbons awarded to our farm’s horses
– to me, that’s a thrill beyond compare.

We are all looking so forward to attending the ‘07 National
Championship Show, which will be our first Nationals. We
also look forward to meeting fellow enthusiasts of the Paso
Fino breed.

I haven’t been a total stranger to the equine world. While our
children were growing up, one was a rather accomplished Hunter
Jumper equestrian. However, my involvement was more or less
limited to management of the checkbook and manure pit.

Ten years ago, wary of riding horses for fear of worsening an
already bad back, I wouldn’t have guessed that I would one day
become so involved in the Paso Fino horse breed. It has been a
wonderfully unpredictable journey indeed – life just has a way of
surprising me like that. ❙ PFHW
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